Evaluation of the growth was carried out according to the SSM method (Nakamura, 1977) . Briefly, a culture tube was centrifuged at 3,000 rpm for 20 min, and the sediment was resuspended in 0.1 ml of f ormalin-gelatine solution (4 % formalin water adds to an equal volume of 0.4 % gelatine water). The smear was made by a loop and stained with Ziehl-Neelsen method. The number and size of clumps of M. leprae were observed under low magnification, and morphology and arrangement of bacilli were seen under high magnification. 
